
Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

MARCH
Wednesday, 

March 11, 2015
Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

Although I missed the February DFC outing to Deadhorse State Park for fairly lame 
reasons (I had to work) I understand it was a great success with many fish caught, a 
great BBQ/potluck, and fun had by all. 
   However, we have lots of great outings still coming up: March 21 we will meet at 
the Salt River for our FF 303 Streamside, and we will pair up experienced anglers with 
those newish to the sport, and give some hands on pointers and tips with the goal 
that the participants will have a chance to cast to and land a fish on a fly rod.     

   For April, we have two trips planned—Becker Lake the weekend of April 10-12, and for the adventur-
ous a trip to New Mexico for Tiger Muskies. Stop by the welcome table at the March meeting to get 
more details on these trips.  But wait, there’s even more! We have trips planned to the Mogollon rim, 
the White Mountains,  Durango Colorado, the San Juan and Rocky Point—not to mention some closer 
to home trips on the local lakes, ponds and rivers. If you can’t find a trip to go on with the Desert Fly 
Casters, I don’t know what to tell you!
   Please don’t forget to pay your 2015 dues. As of the end of February, only about 1/3 of us have paid 
our dues for the year. Besides the obvious reasons for paying dues (help offset the cost of all of the 
benefits the club delivers) don’t forget that we have an incentive rod raffle to be held at our April meet-
ing for those who have paid their 2015 dues. Bring your checkbooks, and please see Dave Weaver at 
the next meeting.
  Our 2015 annual banquet was a great success. We appreciate all of the members and vendors who 
contributed raffle prizes, and those of you who bought lots of raffle tickets. I think the food and ca-
maraderie was great as usual, and I’m still chuckling that Dave Weaver won the knitting kit as well as 
the Menopause game. (Dave, is there anything, anything at all, that you want to tell us????)   A big 
shout out to Charlie Rosser who handled the raffle donations and organization with his usual profes-
sionalism, and to the DFC board who contributed hams, turkeys, ribs, pasta and salmon, sold the raffle 
tickets, prepared the hall etc. etc. etc.  As you know this is our big fundraiser of the year. We netted 
a little over $4000--which will fund education, conservation and community outreach events for the 
next year.
   Tight Lines, keep your powder dry, and zip up your tent door at night. Those mice are sneaky. 
Very sneaky.  
Joe
Questions? Comments? ...Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com...or... joseph.staller@freescale.com

President's Drift                                                                                            Joe Staller  • March 2015

Catch all  of us DFC TROUT BUMS...We talk fish, we fish an'  fish an'  talk fish while enjoying the out- of- doors in Arizona!

MARCH  DFC CLUB MEETING...
Hook up with us...Cinda Howard has planned to 
talk about Bonefishing....guide and practiced, DFC 
Trout Bum, fills us in on another part of why we 
love the silent sport of fly fishing.
Catch all of us DFC Trout Bums on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2015

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

MARCH 2015
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Abel Reels
Arizona Cardinals
Arizona Coyotes Hockey Club
Arizona Diamondbacks
Bass Pro Shop
Big Y Fly Company
Buck Knives
Bucks Bags
Chota Outdoor Gear
Desert Sportsman, Scottsdale
Dyna King
FFF
Fisheads of the San Juan 
Fishpond, Inc.
Fly Rod and Reel
Frank Amato Publications
Glacier Glove
J. Stockard Fly Fishing
Jim Teeny, Inc
John Rohmer Materials
Lees Ferry Anglers
Loon Outdoors
MagEyes
Montana Fly Company
Norlander Company
Orvis Store, Scottsdale
Phil Rowley
Phoenix Suns
R.L. Winston Rod Co.
Rajeff Sports
Sage Manufacturing
Scuba Pro
Simms
Sportsman's Warehouse
St Croix
The Creek Company
The Waterworks-Lamson
Tibor Reel Corporation
Tight-Line Enterprises
Trout Unlimited
UNI Products J.G. Côté inc.
Umpqua Feather Merchants
VRM Co.
Thomas and Thomas
Wapsi
Whiting Farms

Below are the companies that 
donated to our 2015 banquet.  
We ask that you support them 

in 2015.

the Banquet for their support of DFC.  For the members that donated raffle items I 
THANK YOU and most off all the winners THANK YOU!  For all those that attended and 
brought all the good food the Board THANKS YOU!
   The yearly banquet is a big part of DFC in starting a new year.  The funds raised will 
go a long way in helping the board fund programs, projects and events for 2015.  The 
banquet for 2014 and 2015 were by far the best we have had since I have been in-
volved with the club.  I am looking forward to making the 2016 banquet even better.  
If you know of a company or person that I should contact for future donations please 
let me know so I can add them to my list.  Again, THANKS to all that made this year’s 
banquet a big success.
   I would personally like to thank the board members and their wives for the effort 
and work they do in setting up the hall and in preparing the meat for the banquet.
Charlie Rosser,  chasr123@cox.net

I would like to thank all DFC members that donated raffle items and attended

DFC Trout Bum, Rocky Minster (r), is given Life Time DFC 
Membership in appreciation for his contributions in-
leading new fly fishing enthusiasts to our club.
Thanx, Rocky!
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Questions??  >Catch Joe Staller at: joestaller@yahoo.com  or  joseph.staller@freescale.com
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE FOR 2015
Dave Weaver custom built St. Croix 4 piece, 9 foot, 4 weight.  Dave is using a top of the line St. 

Croix SCv blank for this build. If you were at the December meeting, you saw that Dave has 
turned a custom cork handle for it, and the rod has lots of cool touches. YOU WANT THIS ROD!! 

We will hold the rod raffle at our April 2015 meeting. 
Here are the rules for the rod raffle: 

2015 Membership Drive 
Annual Memberships--$35

Early Bird Special--Receive Two-Raffle Tickets:
If you pay at the Dec club meeting, or by mail before Dec 31

Receive One-Raffle Ticket: If you pay after Jan 1st, but before the April club meeting. Payments 
made by mail must be received by the date of the meeting. 

Lifetime Memberships--$350
Early Bird Special--Receive Ten-Raffle Tickets: Pay by December 31

Receive Five-Raffle Tickets: If you pay after Jan 1st, but before the April club meeting. 
Existing lifetime Members:

You can still participate in the annual membership raffle by purchasing a single ticket for $10—
limit one ticket per membership.

Questions??  >Catch Joe Staller at: joestaller@yahoo.com  or  joseph.staller@freescale.com
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I’ve been living in Arizona for the past 30 yrs.  I’ve been a member of the DFC off and 
on for the past 6yrs.  In 2012 several members of our club decided to sign up for the 
FFF’s program to train Certified Casting Instructors. In 2014 I did earn my FFF Certifi-
cation. 
   I’ve enjoyed the outings, the monthly meeting and just being a part of DFC and would 
like to give back a little bit.  The leadership is outstanding and the events and training are 
well organized.  In an effort to give back to the club and help the members become better 
fly fishermen (women too) I’m encouraging the members to get together and develop their 
skills with casting.  Accuracy and distance will greatly enhance your ability to catch fish.  
By working on technique we can improve both of these attributes which should make fly 

fishing more enjoyable and productive.  I am offering free casting instructions to groups or individual.  Give me a call 
or email for a time to get together.  
Doug Bobb

Douglas Bobb  • Certified Casting Instructor • Member, FFF,  DFC
Free to DFC Members

Contact: dougbobb56@gmail.com  •  Cell: 480-212-6540

Certified Casting DFC Member Lends a Hand to all of us Trout Bums....

LUNCH IS

INCLUDED!
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EDUCATION BITS an' Stuff
. . .from Dick Brooks
Comments...Questions?? Catch me at: gdubby77@gmail.com

 When I first started fly fishing I had no idea about what to do so being a reader 
I acquired a bunch of books of instruction on the subject. Orives' book is very 
comprehensive and there are many others that talk about fly fishing in Arizona.  The 
all have the basic information regarding reels, rods, lines, leaders, tippets, flys and 
the knots required to put it all together.  I soon found out that having just one outfit 
was insufficient.  One can not use a 7' 3wt to catch the strong fish available at Rocky 
Point,  nor can you use an 8wt rod setup for bluegills and expect to have any real fun.
     So I began to acquire a selection of many different weight rods, reels, lines, etc. to 
be able to function properly on the various waters available.  It all seemed to work suf-
ficiently and then I discovered that there is something about fly fishing that is different 
from the hardware fishing I used to practice for bass, crappie, and trout. For the most 
part the people who fly fish have a whole different attitude about the sport then most 
of those I encountered using hardware.  They are sincerely interested in your success 
and will go to lengths to help you accomplish it.  More than once I would be standing 
on a launch ramp getting ready to head out and some bass fisherman with a $100,000 
boat, huge 4x4 tow vehicle and glitter encrusted trailer would be there and I would ask 
if he had any luck and the answer would be "Yep". In response to my question regard-
ing where the fish were caught I would be told "Out there in the water".  If I was to ask 
what they were caught on I would hear "lures".  I all seemed so secretive and selfish so 
I just stopped asking.
     In the early stages of my fly fishing and still today I have received loads of informa-
tion and advice from fellow fly fisherman who were more than ready to tell me which 
fly there were using and if I didn't have that particular fly they would insist on giving 
me a few, particularly if the successful fly was one that they had tied themselves.  They 
were also ready to share where the fish were and which type of presentation they had 
been using to catch the fish.  Quite a difference.
       Then I began to notice a different attitude and approach to the sport which was 
markedly different from my "on the ramp" experience.  Most of these folks practiced 
catch-and-release, used barbless hooks to make it easier to do so, and had a respect for 
the sport that previously not been evident.  They were also more relaxed about it and 
were just happy to be out there doing it rather than acquiring pounds of meat.
     This led me to do some more research about the attitude present in the sport. One 
of my favorite authors in this area is John Gierach.  Read too many of his books about 
the sport and it can become an addiction.  John's approach is one of pure enjoyment of 
just doing it.  He can make you wonder about just how important the mundane things 
we fill our lives with can be.   Often times when I am doing something as simple as 
loading the dishwasher or doing a load of laundry I think about where else I could be 
trying to fool a fish into taking my fly.  Dwell on this too much and you can become a 
true "Trout Bum" with little regard for the everyday tasks of life.
     I like to tell myself that I have these desires in balance and do understand that the 
everyday activities do need to be done but it can become difficult when the weather is 
nice and I have received reports that the fish are bitting somewhere.  If I don't answer 
my phone or am slow to respond to e-mails then you know that I have succumbed to 
the influence and will be on the water somewhere.  
     Hope to see you there!

Just 
Go Fishing

Fishing provides that connection with the whole living world. It gives 
you the opportunity of being totally immersed, turning back into your-

self in a good way. A form of meditation, some form of communion with 
levels of yourself that are deeper than the ordinary self.

Ted Hughes
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That esc button in the upper left hand corner of my computer is really handy. Some-
times I wish it could do more with daily life.  If I hit the escape button I could head to 
Puerto Penasco, Mexico more often.  I visit Rocky Point almost anytime I can get a long 
weekend.  Given a chance to plan a trip to Penasco, I will check the tide chart and plan my 
trip for a quarter moon.  Generally a smaller tide makes it easier to manage my inflatable 
pontoon boat when I fly fish the estuaries.  I have caught some of my best fish on the full 
moon large tide swings, but the big tide swings will rush you past some good fishing struc-
ture.
   The reasons for planning a trip to Rocky Point are many and varied, my number one rea-
son for visiting is the fly fishing.  That is a good reason, but I also like the life on the beach, 
the music, the food, the people that I encounter, and the energy that I get from a visit to 
Rocky Point.  My escapes to Rocky Point usually happen once or twice a month.
   With four grand children under the age of four, I’ll be looking for that escape button.  
Potty training is still not complete, pink eye, runny noses, and whatever debris a curious 
youngster leaves behind, makes me realize that the grandkids are not quite ready to play 
on the beach.  Maybe next year. My house is impossible to walk through, with all of the kid 
proof gates, kid proof latches, which translates into grandpa being stuck for a while.  Even 
with all of that security the little guys are always escaping, running down the sidewalk with 
no clothes on.  I think they got that trait from their grandmother.  There are way too many 
fits and tantrums, but I am trying to do better.
   Your escape to Rocky Point has many options.  You can tent camp, use your motor home, 
get an inexpensive motel, or get as much luxury as you would like, and many of the resorts 
in Penasco are spectacular.  Dining can be a simple taco cart or a very  elegant meal in a 
really pleasant restaurant.  Many folks will plan Rocky Point escapes from early spring until 
around the fourth of July.  Summers can be hot and humid through September.  When I go 
in the summer time I plan to fish at sunrise and be off the water by noon.  I’ll get out of the 
sun until dark, find some good air conditioning, and then go out for a late dinner.  Puerto 
Penasco is a year round escape for me. 
   It is still early enough in the spring to plan a Rocky Point escape or two for yourself.  If 
you fly fish,  bring your 6-8 weight fly rod, some Clousers, sinking lines and your pontoon 
boat.  You will be surprised how easy it is to catch the saltwater fish around RP.
Vince Deadmond “The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy” can be reached at Best Hardware 237 
N Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com or at 480 982 7461.

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond, 
"The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy", is 
co-owner of Best 
Hardware in Apache 
Junction, AZ.  He 
is an enthusiastic, 
caffeniated, fly 
fisher in search of a 
really good cookie.  
His fly fishing stories 
are published on 
the web, in local 
newspapers and 
magazines.  His 
stories tangle fam-
ily, friends, and fly 
lines.

GRANDPA’S
 ESC
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Weather was great.   Fishing was so-so.   Only 10-15 
per day.  We had some wonderful food at the potluck, 
Dutch oven stew and cobbler, pulled pork, brats, 
baked beans, great salads, apple pie.  Great company, 
campfire, and tales and lies.   Super potluck break-
fasts too.  Thanks to everyone who pitched in to cook.
Harriet Georgopapadakos
Questions? Catch me at: harrietg@q.com
call or text 480-363-5552

DEADHORSE Outing Follow-Up...

The Jewish Tie Salesman -
A fleeing Taliban terrorist, desperate for water, was plodding through the Afghan desert when he saw something far off in 
the distance. Hoping to find water, he hurried toward the mirage, only to find a very frail little old Jewish man standing 
at a small makeshift display rack - selling ties.
The Taliban terrorist asked, "Do you have water?" 
The old man replied, "I have no water. Would you like to buy a tie? They are only $5." 
The Taliban shouted hysterically, "Idiot Infidel! I do not need such an over-priced western adornment. I spit on your ties. 
I need water!" 
"Sorry, I have none, just ties - pure silk, and only $5." 
"Pahh! A curse on your ties! I should wrap one around your scrawny little neck and choke the life out of you, but I must 
conserve my energy and find water!" 
"Okay," said the little old Jewish man. "It does not matter that you do not want to buy a tie from me, or that you hate me, 
threaten my life, and call me Infidel. I will show you that I am bigger than any of that. If you continue over that hill to the 
east for about two miles, you will find a restaurant. It has the finest food and all the ice-cold water you need. Go In Peace." 
Cursing him again, the desperate Taliban staggered away, over the hill. 
Several hours later, he crawled back, almost dead, and gasped, "They won't let me in without a tie...."

Laughter Heard DownStream...

There are always new places to go fishing. For any fisher-
man, there's always a new place, always a new horizon.

Jack Nicklaus
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With great remorse I advise the club of the passing of Tom Tatro due to a boating acci-
dent Saturday 02/21/15 at Canyon Lake. 
    I have known Tom many years and it was only past year+ that Redden Construction, Inc. had the 
pleasure of working with Tom as our Senior Estimator.   His professionalism and love for what he did 
filtered through all at Redden.  Tom’s and myself ’ s interest of fly fishing generated many fishing trips in 
the past 1.5 years and office discussions of the trips quickly became a part of my life and the culture of 
Redden Employee’s.  My fishing buddy, Skip, had difficulty remember Tom’s last name so a nickname of 
Tebow was developed.  Tom got the biggest kick out of it.  In my last text from Tom it was signed Tebow.  
Tom was the kindest man I believe I have ever met.  Tom Horvath

 “It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of Tom Tatro. Thomas Wayne Tatro, 
66, of Tempe, Arizona died unexpectedly on Saturday, February 21, 2015 in a boating accident 
at Canyon Lake. Tom has been part of the Redden Team since 2014. He was born July 10, 1948 
in Auburn, New York and graduated from SUNY Delhi and Syracuse University. He grew up 
in upstate New York where he learned to love hunting, fishing and camping and enjoyed these 
sports while living in Florida, Utah, Wyoming and Arizona.  Tom spent his adult life working 
in the construction industry where he was highly respected for his straight forward manner 
and honesty. Tom's special love was fly-fishing and he spent most of his free time fishing and 
teaching others to love his favorite sport. He was a true family man who loved his family and 
will always be remembered as a kind and caring friend to many.” 
Tom’s Celebration of Life will be on Saturday, March 14th from 5:00 pm – 8:30pm at Bass 
Pro Shop (Upper Level), located at 1133 North Dobson Road, Mesa, AZ 85201.

TOM WAYNE TATRO
1948 - 2015

DFC Fly Fish 303: Streamside Clinic
Location: Lower Salt River Recreation Area (Blue Point Picnic Area)
Date: Saturday, March 21
Time: 8:00-Noon
Cost: Free Event
Eligibility: DFC members only
Notes: Streamside lunch provided by DFC
 
DFC Beginning Fly Tying
Location: Gilbert’s Southeast Regional Library (near Riparian Preserve at Water Ranch)
Date: April 21, 23 and 28, 30
Time: 6:30pm-8:30pm
Cost: Free Class Series
Eligibility: DFC members only
Notes: Material provided by DFC. Tools Kits are available for loan, 
              but require a $40 returnable deposit.
 
Special Guest Speaker!
Skip Morris - Fly Fishing Expert and Author
April 8 (monthly club meeting)
Cost: Free
Eligibility: Open to the public

Additional notes
from...
Gentry Smith,
DFC Outings & Programs
Chairman

Got Questions??
Catch me at:
design@gentrysmith.com
...or: 480-213-0372
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Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

MAIL TO: ☛

OUTINGS- 2015
Joe Staller- President

Michael Georgopapadakos-Vice President
Harriet Georgopapadakos- Treasurer

Helen Corson- Secretary
Outings- Gentry Smith

Programs- Gentry Smith/David Huang
Library

Evelyn Burandt
Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Education 
 Gentry Smith

Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   

Raffles- Tom Russo
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 

Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Dick Brooks, David Huang, 
Charlie Rosser, Rick Scott

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 

2014 DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

See ya Wednesday...

March 11, 2015

DFC 303 Streamside Clinic
Saturday, March 21, 2015

Lower Salt River Recreation Area (Blue Point Picnic Area)
Host: Gentry Smith • design@gentrysmith.com

APRIL OUTINGS
Becker Lake

April 10 thru 12, 2015
Host: Joe Staller 

joseph.staller@freescale.com / joestaller@yahoo.com

APRIL/MAY OUTINGS
Tiger Musky • Bluewater, NM

April 30-May 4, 2015
Host: Vince Deadmond • vddeadmond@msn.com


